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CELLO CONCERTO IN B MINOR OP. 104

Critical edition based on original sources and prepared for the press by the Editing Board for the Works
of Antonin Dvotdk.: Otakar Sourek, Chairman - Jan Hanus, Chief Editor - Frantifek Barto$ - Dr Ji¥
Berkovec - Dr Antonin Cubr - Ladislav Ldska - Antonin Pokorny - Karel Sol.

THE CONCERTO IN B MINOR FOR VIOLONCELLO AND ORCHESTRA, op.
104, is the seventh and last work that Antonin Dyvofik (8. IX. 1841—1. V. 1904) composed
during his three years’ sojourn in America, where he held the post of Director of the National
Conservatory of Music in New York (1892—1895). It was also the only work composed during
the last year of the artist’s stay abroad. For cach of the three movements, Dvofik first wrote
a sketch in a small note-book, and immediately after, or at the same time, he worked out the
score. His time-schedule for the Concerto was as follows: sketch of the first movement comple-
ted between November 8th and December 11th, score completed between November 18thand
December 12th, 1894. Sketch of the second movement almost certainly begun immediately after
the conclusion of the first movement, completed by December 15th and the score worked out
by December 3oth. Sketch for the third movement begun “af the New Year 1895”; the score
written out between January 12th and February gth of the same year. The last movement, how-
cver, underwent important changes, especially in its conclusion, when Dvorik, after his re-
turn to Bohemia, deleted, for special reasons, the four bars following bar 448, substituting a new
passagc of sixty bars (449—508) and leaving the final cight bars (509—516) as in the original



version. After the last bar of this new conclusion, the manuscript score contains the following
note: “I finished the Concerto in New York, but when I returned to Bobemia, 1 changed the end com-
pletely as it stands bere now. Pisek, 11. 6. 1895.”” — The same summer, during his stay in Vy-
sokd at P¥ibram, Dvofik worked out the piano arrangement of the orchestral score, the first
movement being worked out between the gth and 12th of September, the second completed
by the 16th, and the third, on a visit to the chitcau of Josef Hlivka in LuZany by Pfeitice,
on September 25th, 1895.

The music of Dvofik’s Violoncello Concerto is the expression of the moods in which the
longing for home and the desite to be back among his own people provided the main element
in the composet’s inspiration. For this reason, too, the typical features of American folk-songs
ot popularized songs, which characterized all Dvofik’s preceding compositions from this
period, are rare. As regards the state of the artist’s feclings towards his native land, there are
two points worthy of special note. The first is the fact that the melody given to the solo violon-
cello in the middle of the slow movement (bar 42 et seqq.) is an exact paraphrase of the middle
part of Dvofik’s well-known song “Leave me Alone” (Four Songs, op. 82) and that there is
a literal quotation of the first part of the song in the violin solo before the end of the last mo-
vement (468—473). The first reference to the song was prompted by the news that Dvofik’s
sister-in-law, Josefina Kounicovi, for whom he had cherished 2 warm sympathy from his
young days when he was still a viola player in the Interim Theatre orchestra and she a charm-
ing young actress, was lying seriously ill at home in Bohemia. The second quotation was in-
serted into the new conclusion the composer gave to the Concerto after his return home, under
the impression evoked by the news of Josefina’s death (27. V. 1895). This touching episode,
however, did not affect the actual conclusion of the Concerto, and that is the other interesting
feature of the work, for in the new version, too, the author ends on a note of almost incoherent
happiness at being home at last in his beloved Bohemia.

How strong were the personal feclings which determined Dvofik’s final formulation of
the Concerto is clear from the composer’s own testimony. Dvofik dedicated the Concerto, as
could hardly be otherwise, to his very good friend, Professor Hanu§ Wihan, the best Czech
*cellist at that time and member of the Bohemian Quartet. On a visit, along with the members
of this already famous ensemble, at the chiteau of the founder of the Czech Academy of
Sciences and Arts, Architect Josef Hlivka in LuZany by Pfeitice, in August, 1895, Wihan,
with DvorFik at the piano, played through the Concerto for the first time. Wihan suggested
a number of alterations in the solo part of the first movement and especially the insertion of
a big solo cadenza at the end of the last movement. Dvofik accepted a number of minor alter-
ations in the first movement (see Editors’ Notes at the back of the score) but rejected most
decidedly the idea of a final cadenza, which he was fully justified in doing. This 59-bar
cadenza (the manuscript is in the Antonin Dvofik Muscum in Prague), the opening and
closing parts of which are based on the main theme of the first movement, while the middle
part quotes thirteen bars of the second movement (107—119), was intended to replace
48 bars of the original version (461—;508) and so would have interfered very considerably



with the author’s basic conception and at the very place where the content was of partic-
ular personal significance and particular importance. Nor did Dvofik hesitate to say that he
brooked no interference with his creative conception, a point of view which he made perfectly
clear in a letter to his publisher, Simrock, dated October 3rd, 1895: “I do not agree with my
[riend Wiban in regard to a number of places. I do not like many of the passages—and I must insist on
my work being printed as I bave written it. 1 shall only then give you my work if you promise not to allow
anybody to make changes—my friend Wiban not excepted—without my knowledge and consent, and
also not the cadenya which Wiban bas added to the last movement. In short, it must remain as I felt it and
as I smagined it. There is no cadenza in the last movement either in the score or in the piano arrangement.
I told Wiban straight away when be showed it me that it was impossible to stick bits on like that. The
finale closes gradually diminuendo, like a sigh—with reminiscences of the first and second movements—
the solo dies down to pianissimo— then swells again and the last bars are taken up by the orchestra and
the whole concludes in stormy mood. That was my idea and I cannot depart from it...”

It is not impossible that these differences between the two artists were the reason why the
first interpreter of the Concerto was not Wihan but the English violoncellist, Leo Stern, who
gave the first performance of the Concerto on March 1gth, 1896 in the Queen’s Hall in London
with the Philharmonic Society under Dvofik’s baton, and soon after that, on April 11th of
the same year, at a concert of the Czech Philharmonic (then the National Theatre orchestra)
in Prague. Wihan first played the Concerto three years later in a number of Dutch towns and
once, with Dvofik conducting, at a concert given on December 20th, 1899, in Budapest.

The Concerto was published in 1896 by N. Simrock, Berlin, both in scote and in parts as
well as in the author’s pianoforte arrangement. The relation of the present edition to the first
edition and the manuscript score is explained in the Editors’ Notes at the back of the score.

 Translated by R. Samsour Otakar Sourck
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EDITORS’ NOTES

SOURCES:

a) Dvotik’s manuscript of the score, in the possession
of the composer’s heirs. The original volume bound in
half-linen covers consisted of §6 sheet (112 pages) of
oblong music paper 258: 340 mm in size, each page
containing 32 staves. The first page bears the title as well
as all the following quotations (it stands in Czech in the
manuscript) :

“Concerto | (op. 104) | for |[Violoncello | with orchestra accom-
paniment | composed by | Antonin Dyotdk | Scors.”

On the right hand side above the title stand the words:

(Seventh composition writiem in America 1894—1895).

Below this note, a little lower:

(opus 103) or 104 (“Te Deum’ op. 103).

The first movement is written on pages 2—49 (numbered
as 1—48), the second movement on pages 50—70 (numbered
as 49—69), pages 71—72 are empty and not numbered, while

the third movement, consisting originally of 460 bars, was
written on pages 73—110 (numbered yo—107), and pages
111—-112 were left empty.

This original arrangement of the pages was changed in
the summer of 189y, when Dvofik, after he had returned
from America, changed his original conception of the
whole work. The last double-sheet (bars 443—460) was
removed from the covers and replaced with three new
double-sheets (numbered as 106—r111), containing the
definite version of the work. The double-sheet which was
removed has, nevertheless, been preserved in the volume
as a loose enclosure,

Later on when the composer had completed the final re-
vision of the part of the solo instrument, he glued into the
score following page 22 one sheet and following page 40
another sheet containing the final version of bars 166—176
and 293302 of the fitst movement. The sheets containing
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the original version of these bars are still preserved in the
covers of the score which, in its final shape, comprises
59 sheets and 2 sheets as loose enclosures,

Before Dvotdk had his score copied for the press, he
carried out the usual revision: he added in red ink some
emendments in the music and orchestration, and some inser-
tions, Hanu$ Wihan, too, wrote his suggestions as to the
tevision of the solo violoncello part directly into the score:
in the first movement, in bars 158—176, 285—303 (of these,
the corrections made in bars 166—176 and 293—302 were
not originally used in the press and are reprinted in our
Editorial Notes for the first time), 327—329, 334—335,
338—340; in the second movement, in bars 107, 108, 114,
116, t17.

Some of Dvof4k’s notes written in black or blue pencil
are of still Jater date than Wihan’s insertions, From the
hurried handwriting we may judge that they were added
hastily, perhaps during the rehearsals for the petformance.

The dates pertaining to the beginning and completion
of the orchestration of the respective movements in our
edition correspond to those mentioned in the manuscript,
the only difference being that the date at the beginning of
the first movement includes also the words “New York™”
and the original note at the end of the work (reprinted in
the Editorial Notes of this edition for the first time) is
worded as follows:

“Thanks be #o God. | Finished in New York | February gth
1895 | on the day of owr Otdlek’s birthday | Saturday in the
morning, I1. 30 a. m.”

The definite closing section contains the following
words:

“I finished the concerto in New York | but when I returned
vo [ Bohemia, I changed the end | completely, as it stands here now.
| Plsek 18 11-6 95.7

From some other of Dvofik’s insertions, let us quote
the characteristic note below bar 386 of the third move-
ment: “To-day on February 8th very cold in New York and a
blizzard.”

The manuscript score does not bear any traces of having
been used as a master copy for the press. For this purpose
another copy must have been used.

b) The manuscript of Dvofdk’s piano arrangement, in
the possession of the composer’s heirs, is written in an
oblong music copy-book, 264 : 348 mm in size, equipped
with grey covers adorned with a printed frame and the
name of the publishing house Breitkopf and Hirtel on the
front cover. It comprises 19 sheets (the first sheet is torn
out) of 16 stave music paper. On the fitst 14 sheets (with
the exception of the second page of the 6th sheet, which is
empty) is written the piano arrangement of the concerto.
The solo violoncello part was not written out at all,

except for 3 bars in the first movement (87, 88, 89). The
copyist was obviously expected to insert it into the copy
meant for the ptess, copying it from the score. Another
reason why Dvofdk did not write out the solo part may
have been the fact that at that time the revision, carried out
later by the composer and Hanu$ Wihan, had not yet been
completed. This is proved by the fact that the manuscript
of the piano score already included the definite version of
the closing section, although bars 166—176 and 293—302
of the first movement stand here in their original version
and not in their final version which was then printed in the
Simrock edition. The dating of the movements in the
manuscript of the piano score proves that this arrangement
was begun at Vysokd, on September gth 1895, the first
movement completed on September 12th, the second on
September 16th and the third ““a# Lafany chétean on Sep-
tember 25th 1895” which the composer proved also with his
signature.

The first page of sheet 15 of the copy-book contains also
3 staves of sketches of Andante for violoncello and piano,
the motifs of which show no correlation with those of the
concerto. The pages which follow are empty.

c) The original edition of the score published by N. Sim-
rock, Berlin, Ed. No. 10.548, Copyright 1896.

Ouredition is based on Simrock’s print, published during
the composer’s lifetime and doubtlessly under his direct
supervision. It has been collated with the manuscript score
and in passages where these two main sources differed,
also the manuscript of the piano arrangement has been
consulted. The more important deviations between the
main sources are listed in the “Annotazioni’” which in-
clude also the bars re-written by the composer in the
final version. On the basis of the manuscripts, in our
edition obvious misprints have been corrected and details
omitted in the Simrock edition inserted. Further, the
missing marks of minor importance pertaining to the
reproduction, have been added on the basis of analogous
passages of both the manuscripts and the print, The more
important editors’ addenda have been put within square
brackets [ ].

ABBREVIATIONS:

A = manuscript score
Po = manuscript of the piano arrangment
S = Simrock’s edition of the score
Versio 1., 11, 1II. = the original version, changed by the
composer in the manuscript
Versio ultima = corrected by the composer after the
publication of the work

Large Arabic numerals indicate the bar, the small numbers
beside them indicate the note (or chord) in the bar;
rests are not counted.
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VYDAVATELSKE POZNAMKY
ANNOTAZIONI

34 Ve, Vic,, Cb. A: fp, SN = §

33,34 Viol. I. A Versio ultima:

R
e MR X Y M.
"-'--‘- ) il G O Y Y l— U R e
Ll 3 e L e T v L AL ]

415 o8 Vlc. A: ;SN =S

— 44y FL. 1, Ob. I, Cl. 1. S: senza ligatura; SN = A
533 Viol. II. A: &2; SN = §

57 A: Poco sostemuto; SN = S

Viol. 1.
68 Versio L:
Viol IL
2z g
74 Trbe A: St [iSN=3S

mf  cresc.

80, Vle S:

94 Vle A: % SN =5

99 Cl, Fag.: }Vctsxol 17 ﬁn J"J J—&jl

101 Fl,, ClL.:

100 Vlc. solo Versio L.:

13 P
e
" —
bsa
/ —_ o
10z Vle. solo Versio L.:
p dim

Versio 11, :

113 VleS:1 J\L!/I;SN=A

124, 12§ Vlc. solo Versio I.:

128 — 131 Ob., Cl, Pag. A: az{c sempre f); SN=§
140 Vlc. solo A : dolee ¢ molto cantabile; SN = S
154 St animate; A: —

158 — 165 Vle. solo:

Zio £ ofe o2, FoPoa  po PoPo,, o o -
Versio 1. g:ﬁw%—_u - 1 } = :

Versio I1. {2y
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166 — 176 Vetsio I, — IV.:
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Fl 1.
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256, 257 Versio L.:

=y
FLLIL ﬁ = —

Ob.LIL

L ——
177 — 179 Vlc. solo Versio I.: CLLII %bgn:
I I Y. 7P g"g i ! Iz ——r]

171 Vlc. solo A:

™
™
™

1
e
e

2
e = Fag LIL %ﬁ:

185, 186 Cor.IIL: Vessio L., 3: f1 [1], A, Vessio ultima: g*

Trbni LI %

Cor.lILLE

191 A:

% ; SN=3§ 25744 Vic. solo A:d%; SN = S

61 — 263 Vlc. solo (ossia) A ::

Timp.

19145 Vlc. solo Versio L., #; SN = §

217, ViolIL A: des*—fes3; SN = §

224 A: In tempo ( MM J = 100) ; SN=§

240244 Vlc. solo Versio 1.: spiscaso 264—265 Vlc. solo A = senza Ossia; SN= S

281 S: animate, A: —

241 Viol. I, A: ? ;s SN=3S ’
284 Cor, II. A: a* [1]; SN= S

2524, 4 FLL,S: 68, 8 [1]; SN= A , 285 — 292 Vlc. solo :

Versio I, |

Versio I1.

3
S —— WD —" — — — - G —— —

’ "

:I_"J.‘—’" il A N AR A}

-H——‘lm-‘.———-
_———n———-




293 — 3oz Versio I.-III:
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FLLIL

Ob. L1L

CLLILA

FagLIIL

LILE

Cor.

IILD

_"‘J i:ﬁ:_;;ﬁfw Tk =
e

[Versio I.
— 4
3 e o 0
solo| Versio IL - S
F. 4
ver’iD lll. 'E:r;.=._‘”—.i: ] =- — _-h‘-—'\: —— :_ T — M— Sv——
. (Wihan) e e e e e o e s P s e s e e
L = ==
Viol.
IL = =
Vle g = o
pizz.
_ < p_p lbe - — —
Vie. £ £ — : = £ = ——
Cb. = =
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n
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CLLILA

LILE

rit,

v
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%e-

4

r
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Versio I1.

L Versio Il

Vic.

solo

Viel.
11




303 A:atempo, S: —
318,y Vic. solo A: #r; SN=§
319 A: Grandioso, S: In tempo. Grandioso

323 Vlc. solo, A: Molto appassionate; S: —
')

323—326 Viol. II., Versio L.: m simile; SN = S
w#m

330 Vlc. solo, A: E ;SN =S

334—335 Vlc. solo Versio L.:

S: ——=— ;SN = A.

353 A: p-—-é-.;; ;SN=3S

I

14 Vic.solo, A: 1d- Y3 1;SN=S§
29 — 35 FL IL, A: tacet; SN=§

333 FL S:, & ; A:—

34, FL. S:oryp A: —

4530 Cl., A: ;SN =S

4s5q Vic.,,S: A[l]; SN= A

52 Vle, S:¢l-est; SN= A

:SN= A

Cb., Versio L.: pizz.

65, Viol. I, A: d*; SN=§

68 — 69 Vlc. solo, Versio L.:

153

70,74 Cb, S: 1Y Ny Ny 1[I SN = A

74y Ob. L,S:4*[1]; SN= A

57 Vic., A: pigg.y St —

92 FL, Cl.,, Fag., Cor., Vlc. solo, A: f; SN = §
g8 Vlc, Cb., A: 1Y ¥ by ; SN=§

107 — 108 Vlc. solo Versio I :

glﬁ—_-‘"‘\';h Ee

; 8 ) ¢ |
I r-—
"L'—_H“——— -1 L -

114 — 117 Vle. solo, Versio 1.:

= >2 Z

123 — 126 Timp. Versio L: E simile; SN = §

h
128 Vle, solo, A: 1d 4 3 SN=§

129 S: Tempo 1.; A: —
149 — 151 Cb. S: senza ligatura; SN = A

158 — 159 Vlc, solo, Versio L:

162 Fl, Versio L.: tacet

162 — 166 Cl. L., Versio I.: tacet



162,163,165,166 Vlc. solo: S: flag. A: naturale 203 Vlec. solo, Versio I.:

163 Ob. 1., Versio L. tacet s s /2e ﬁ-._ E
164, 165 Atchi, VersioL: 1 dv 1 v | % == v
165 VlC; SOlO, A! | *J- I ;SN=- S 224, 225§ Cb, A:senza w ;SN== S

I

165, 166 Vel. solo, S: % [1]; SN= A 226 Vlc. solo S: appassionate; A: —
°

2294-233 Vlc. solo Versio I.: col 8 bassa
Il 25154 Vle, A: h—is?; SN =S

262 FLI,S: i [1]; SN= A
13, 17—20 Viol. L, I1., Vle:

21,22 Vlc., Cb. }A= senza & ;SN =S

FlL picc. S: A2 [1]; SN= A

29 Viol. L., Versio I.: | J)'/ m'l 265 - 269 CL L, IL: A: cl—a [I]; SN = §

Vv - T A i ; =
39 Vic. Solo } ol ﬁ'ﬁi 30 snes 266 — 267 CL L, TL: A: senza ligatura; SN = S
47 Viol.L ~—

281 A: tempo I™ ma molto tranquillo

48 — 51 Vlc. solo Versio I.: { 53 — 55 simile]
312, 313 Cor. IL: S:l J' Y 1 = I[l];SN=A

331 A: Poco meno mosso; SN = S

333 — 346 Vlec. solo, Versio I.:
SR .

350, Viol. IL, A: fis®; S: dis? — fiss.

57 — 68 Vlc. solo S: con #va bassa'ad lib.; A: —
754 Vlc. solo A: senza #r; SN=§

79, Vle S: fist [1]; SN= A

377, 378 Viol. L, II., Versio I.: —==g—
116, 117 Vle. solo, Versio L.: T — %

143 Versio L.: Poco tranguillo, in tempo

CL L., S: espressivo e cantabile; A: —

157 — 159 S:rit.— in tempo; A: — 385 Timp. A: Fis; SN = S

ol IL,IL, A1 d_ - & 135N =
172 Viol. L, IL, A:l == N=S 405 — 410 Vlc. solo Versio L.: con & bassa

— 184 Vlc. solo, Versio I.: &
174 — 184 Vic. s0l0, Vemslo 411—412 Vl¢. solo, Versio I.:

191 — 192 Vlc. solo, Versio I.:

1] 3
R W S SRS N WU AW B B A
st e e (S R WO HUNED WA N _ A SEN SN

., - ——
~— =

= ¢ 449 S: da78 ;A:-
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477— 481 FLL, A: 4% SN=S§ 4924 Viol. I, A: d*; Po, S: dist.
’ —4\\
484 Vic. solo A: % ;SN=S§ 506, so8 Fag. L IL, A: % ;SN =S
485 — 496 Viol. L., Vle, Vlc. S: con sord.— senza sord., A: — so9 A: Md =132 , Allsgro vivo ¢ poco pist mosso; SN = S

492y, Vic.solo S: dis'; A: &t Frant. Barto}
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