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Foreword

The ancient Maori was far more expressive in his emotional life than is the European.
and one indication of this fact is to be seen in the very prominent part which for him
song played in life. Captain Cook recorded of the Maoris that: They sing with some
degree of melody the traditions of their forefathers, their actions in war, and other indifferent .
subjects, of all of which they are immoderately fond, and spend much time in these amuse-
ments, and in playing on a sort of flute.” Songs were composed with remarkable facility
to express the various emotions, and songs of love and longing, laments, war songs, watch
songs, taunting songs, and lullabies were all composed as circumstances evoked them. The
finest Maori songs are very old and were handed down the generations, playing their part
in the passing of tradition and myth. The words of songs contained much picturesque
imagery, .special attention was paid to euplhony. and their performance was usually
accompanied by a variety of graceful gestures. Rhythm was an outstanding feature. The
actual musical range was small, but the ancient Maori had an ear for fineness of tone
division far beyond that of Europeans. These old-time Maori songs are still to be heard at
Maori gatherings, and many of them have been recorded for scientific purposes. Naturally
European influence soon made itself felt in this as in other aspects of Maori life, cmd the
Maori was introduced to European music, to hymn and psalm tunes, and to pakeha secular
songs. These he has made his own, and song still plays a large part in Maori life: The
Maori songs of to-day, with their blending of Maori and European influences, are as
characteristic of the present life of the Maori people as were the old songs of the Maori
as he was. Maoris have adapted and composed them and European musicians have
found them worthy of treatment. They are deservedly popular, for with their marked rhythm
and simple melodies they make a universal appeal.

In Maori each vowel has one sound but may vary in length, being either short or long.
The pronunciation of the vowels is as follows:—

;s in PAPA

as in SEND, FﬁTE
as in HIT, MACHINE
as in OBEY, POLE
as in PUT, RUBY
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3. E Kore te Aroha e Maroke i te ra
Makuku tonu i Aku roimata e.
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Ko taku Aroha mau tonu Awa e.
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PARI RA

MAORI SONG

Arranged by

L.ROWE

About the year 1824, a large war party from the Ngapuhi and other Northern districts, in alliance with the Urewera tribe,
invaded the Hawkes Bay district. There they lay seige to and captured the Titirangi Pa. A large number of the inhabitants of
that place were slaughtered, some few escaped to the forest inland, and many were taken into Slavery.
Among the prisoners was a young Chieftainess of high rank. As the unhappy prisoners were being conducted away by their
captors, this young lady’s lover, with a party of warriors arrived with the intention of rescuing the captives. Inthis they were
unsuccessful owing to disparity in numbers, and not possessing fire-arms. Hence from a nearby Ridge in the forest, they help-
lessly farewelled the prisoners. This was the song sung by the young chief for his lost lover.
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HOKI HOKI
MAORI LAMENT
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KA MATE! KA MATE!
MAORI WAR SONG ‘Words and Muic by

TE RANGI HIKIROA
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CHORUS and HAKA
“Ka Mate! Ka Mate! Ka ora! Ka ora!
Maori pronunciation: “Kak mah-tay! Kak mah-tey! Kah o-rak! Kah o-rah!
Tenei te tangata  puhuru Thuru!

Tay-nayee tay tah-ngahtah poo-hooroo hooroo!

Na na nei i tiki mai

whaka whiti te ra!

Nah-nah nayee ee teekee mah-ee wha-kah wheetee tay rah!

Upane! Upane! TUpane!

Kaupane

whiti te ra!”

Qopahnay! Oopahnay! Oopahnay! Kahoopahnay wheetee fay rak!”’

Meaning: — Though we may die, or live, we cannot be beaten, for we
are the children of 70U, that invincible God of War.
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AKOAKO O TE RANGI
WHISPER OF HEAVEN

Andante
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CHORUS

4.

Me pehea rae taea Ai

Te Aroha e pehi Kino nei
Mo te tau i pamamao
Haere mai Ki Au.

Koia ra e hine ma
Koha Kore moa te pai
Haere mai te Atawhai
Ka rahui te pai.

Wa te Ngakau tanga ra
Ki te tiwaiwaka nei

Te poi Ka hoea Atu nei
He tohu No te pai.

i

3. So ye maidens it may rest
All your love and fond caress;
For the world {o see and know—
Firm where Duty calls.

4. A Fantail fluttering on a tree
Like my heart so fancy jfree,
Altho’ swenging like a poi —
But our Duty calls.
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