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PREFACTR

Handel's incidental music to "Alceste™, a play by Tobias Smollet
which has unfortunately been lost, was the last work he composed 'fur, the
stage. The performance wss originally scheduled for Covent Garden Thea-
tre, dut cancelled for unknown reasons. An old tredition, according to
Chrysander, holds that the director of ths theatre considered the music
*too good for hi- people™.

Handel composed the music between Decembder 27, 1749 and January
8, 1750, I% has the splendor and grandeur of his last period, He must
bhave iibd the work; for wben the performance did mot take plass, be used a
considerable mumber of the movemsnts for the short oratorio, "the Choice of
Bercules®, whioh be wrote soon afterwards.

The imoidental music to "Alcesta™ contains eight instrussntal
movements, an uausually large number., They are collected yoro.with the
exception of two Balli, the first omitted because of its tomality, the secozd
since it is closely ccmnected with the following chorus, Ths Larghatto is
especially remarkable because it contains ome of th§ sarliest exsxples of a
clearly indicated crescendo.

The incidental m‘ie to "Alcoste™ was first pudblishsd dby ¥. Chry-
sander in the complete edition of Handel's works, Chrysander promiced in
his preface that he would discuss "this work, important in several respects"™
more thoroughly in an article to dbe published 1in "Viertel jahrssohrift ffir

Musikwissenschaft"; this article, however, never appeared,

Hane T. David
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P P g vty
J - ) 31 ) EED O
—
- IL T +
e
="
T
ir -
x ix} t xl'
e s cmp— e ———
-
—F—t—F
1
- - b e 1 be
- 4##4?‘41 PR,
1 1 1 — ‘r‘i‘ﬁ
) 3. 3 < ) SR
; rL
v x
Pl
= '
{———
pm——
o — F
I I i e .
£ Ay g T g,
T
x—p -
A= ——
— -
Y

- H

| M % ﬁ N | N
_ D _x}ﬁ el ‘l‘. | Jr_i H; ﬁl .A _ ; s N ....;E ﬂ.r.t Mr _ 1és \l Tt “ Hit$
_ _ — q 1 _ﬂ_ N 1\ ...— T”— ﬁ.? _ ‘ W “
J i, N - i w | Uit il | b : X L.J 1 ! H Wi ‘Lx $1i4 ! $H
N il | | Hito | TR | i N
i RN ErEENIRET.ER
¥ i — Y | I, H N ! y H — il
\! ! \ N\ F M f N S i i
Je e oo JE b fn o Al R . | I
yLLy BIEERRIEE IEREN
N ) 4 N M MY ? L HH ! I # __ % | _ ) My N
| N | !
| l
|

£ 2 ¢
e 1
be rﬂﬁﬁff -z
bt Loetffe 4

T
F——=
 — e
-

e 4

>
Yy

1) Slurs suggested for Oboes oniy




| p—

Y ! T
W S L H -.v‘
™ .ﬁ i b ﬁ | N N L,t ] 4
N | ﬂ ﬂ N
9 4 A L \ 3§ |
N — | N A N N h:
W \ ' - " i w
2, 4| . . _
L) ¥ N b H _ i ! N .k i
= P[] S 11 1 Wi e ( I ]
N 1 Wil N W M W I N
, sl W M -8 \ -8
SH M N ) Y M"_ m m _ .H lx,i
<) H
) 18 e N ‘rN .~ “n m m H
N Y UT A l L\ ! u F 1.__— ! |
i »- i 4 M ! - M T a1
_w i n mr L ._ 4 \! W
i 4 H J. M.M; N 1] + N 1
i i | I L : \ It L
| — {
j e N O A i
| ot ot |
i | n 1 AL 8
I - H | _A
| , (WO S T 11| .
” _ ‘ix |L 18 w /] w m * Irlx._ 11 H~ ﬁr N
i
\ !
w | 1 !_ 4 fr :.~ ) M A Fg.v N
ﬂ .i 4 ’.I..r ‘ 1 __“. Lq
_ + m 1 l}g :im | ‘?ﬁ T . | ;
wli! L-.iw ADAW ! N 8 ¢u 3
| 1 1 \ Vi
l_.L} +:.1 *..i 1
o Al 4 Ji 4l |
] N
a3 3
Irr.p_ f.:. +.1x Nl 1‘.. «
) \i8d 11 LY L
Y i s! N -
47{ l..ﬁx _ W 4
’ 1 I~
x|
H 3
R Bl




&

€ tr.J

14
£
?.
=
b
=
==

=

1 N

- £2 ¢ , 4ot £
=S =—====
¢
? e —
_EFH -
A
e
===
o £ ot op £ |7
g £ 2 £ v £
#fgﬁ *i"[' .
t - — e
=

———=

‘t:_‘j':

__.’.L:_A

e | Eay

¢ Bi

—F

D

N
ALLEGRO
—x
. -
=
7 =
T
ALLEGRO
=
g o &

o a? 4
> com— a— e
— 7T T -
T ' - —
| v — 5
- s w— ‘ 3 ‘=

4
==
>3
===
X ;
=
T + "{

. tr
et £2 £57 £1p
- = ==
P X Ir -
t + i
>

L op—"
\

v

=

,}l

Y

",‘.’

—=
=
nario
:
1‘

4
"F_
=

+—
+

=
>

d
A temg? ;rr;
e




SYMPHONY

—

»e

,’l

§ 4 LV
N oy ¢
1 Wl sl #..,rf
nhu‘r JrJY
e M M
kL.v j_Y ler LM
|
| N .
" L W y
M 'S ln,‘ i}
_ . L
I L R T
crnr u ’.ult

[ALLEGRO]

(ALLEGRO]

=i=

FL. T H
.
J :h...ﬂ fuxv N 41
i n r i 1 nl
_TT ik f, N
._4 N T t \ i1
i G wHi

1

iad

I
LL 4
|
;_, |l
*
1 E.u :ﬁ N
4 ! ﬁ?
- P 4# 8
|

==

2]

tir
=

===s-=

==

==

f

——
S —

=

==
during the entry of Alcides!It was originally concluded with an sesom

T

y ol

1x

This Symphony wes intended tobe played: “hefore and
'n:iial\wpt‘vh?gh 1eads back to thé tonie.
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aThe present movement originally was placed after the Ouverture
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