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COMPOSER’'S REMARKS

MucH depends, in these Sonatas, upon the proper selection of the Organ
Stops. Every instrument, however, with which I am acquainted has its own
peculiar mode of treatment in this respect, and stops of the same name do not always
produce the same effect in different Organs. I have therefore given only a general
indication of the kind of effect to be produced, without adding a list of the par-
ticular Stops to be used. By fortissimo, I intend the use of the Full Organ; by
pianissimo, a soft-toned eight-feet stop is generally intended; by forte, the Great
Organ, without some of the most powerful stops; by piano, some soft-toned eight-
feet stops in combination, and so forth. In the Pedal, I prefer throughout, even
in pianissimo, the 8- and 16-ft. stops together, except when the contrary is expressly
specified (see the Sixth Sonata). It is therefore left to the judgment of the organist
to combine the different stops appropriately to the style of the various movements.
Let him be careful, however, when employing two manuals that the kind of tone in
one should be readily distinguished from that in the other, but without producing
too violent a contrast between the two qualities of organ-tone.

FELIX MENDELSSOHN-BARTHOLDY
(translated).
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