
George Frideric Handel

Messiah

Edited by

CLIFFORD BARTLETT

Music Department
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

Oxford and New York





CONTENTS

Introduction page V

MESSIAH: AN ORATORIO

Part the First

FS VS

1. Sinfony 1 1

2. Comfort ye (Accompagnato: Tenor) 6 4

3. Ev'ry valley (Song: Tenor) 8 6

4. And the glory of the Lord (Chorus) 14 10

5. Thus saith the Lord (Accompagnato: Bass) 21 16

6. But who may abide

(a). (Song: Alto) 24 18

(b). (Song: Bass) 33 196

(c). (Recit.: Bass) 36 198

(d). (Song: Soprano G minor) 37 199

(e). (Song: Soprano A minor) 46 205

7. And He shall purify (Chorus) 55 24

8. Behold, a virgin shall conceive (Recit.: Alto) 62 30

9. O thou that tellest (Song: Alto, & Chorus) 62/66 30/34

10. For behold, darkness (Accompagnato: Bass) 70 37

11. The people that walked in darkness (Song: Bass) 72 39

12. For unto us a child is born (Chorus) 75 42

13. Pifa 88 51

14(a). There were shepherds (Recit.: Soprano) 89 52/211

14(b). And lo, the angel of the Lord (Accompagnato: Soprano) 89 52

14(c). But lo, the angel of the Lord (Arioso: Soprano) 90 211

15. And the angel said unto them (Recit.: Soprano) 91 53

16. And suddenly there was with the angel (Accompagnato: Soprano) 91 53

17. Glory to God (Chorus) 92 54

18. Rejoice greatly
(a). (Song: Soprano Final Version) 97 57

(b). (Song: Soprano First Version) 102 213

(c). (Song: Soprano Second Version) 107 219

19. Then shall the eyes of the blind

(a). (Recit.: Alto) 113 63

(b). (Recit.: Soprano)

20. He shall feed his flock

(a). (Song: Alto)

(b). (Song: Soprano)

(c). (Duet: Alto & Soprano)

21. His yoke is easy (Chorus)

113 63

114 64

118 67

114 64

122 70

Part the Second

22. Behold the Lamb of God (Chorus)

23. He was despised (Song: Alto)
24. Surely He hath borne our griefs (Chorus)

128 75

131 78

136 81



Contents

25. And with His stripes (Chorus) 139 85

26. All we, like sheep (Chorus) 145 90

27. All they that see Him (Accompagnato: Tenor) 154 98

28. He trusted in God (Chorus) 156 99

29. Thy rebuke hath broken His heart (Accompagnato: Tenor or Soprano) 163 106

30. Behold and see (Song: Tenor or Soprano) 165 107

31. He was cut off (Accompagnato: Tenor or Soprano) 166 108

32. But Thou didst not leave (Song: Tenor or Soprano) 166 108

33. Lift up your heads (Chorus) 168 110

34. Unto which of the angels (Recit.: Tenor) 176 119

35. Let all the angels (Chorus) 177 119

36. Thou art gone up on high

(a). (Song: Alto) 181 122

(b). (Song: Bass) 184 224

(c). (Song: Soprano D minor) 187 228

(d). (Song: Soprano G minor) 190 232

37. The Lord gave the word (Chorus) 193 126

38. How beautiful are the feet

(a)/(b). (Song: Soprano) 196 129

(c). (Duet: 2 Altos, & Chorus) 198 235

(d). (Duet: Soprano, Alto, & Chorus) 198 235

(e). (Song: Alto) 208 244

39. Their sound is gone out

(a). (Chorus) 210 131

(b). (Song: Tenor or Soprano) 214 247

40 (a)/(b). Why do the nations (Song: Bass) 215 135

41. Let us break their bonds (Chorus) 224 141

42. He that dwelleth in heaven (Recit.: Tenor) 231 147/248

43. Thou shalt break them

(a). (Song: Tenor) 231 147

(b). (Recit.: Tenor) 233 248

44. Hallelujah (Chorus) 234 150

Part the Third

45. I know that my Redeemer liveth (Song: Soprano) 244 158

46. Since by man came death (Chorus) 247 162

47. Behold, I tell you a mystery (Accompagnato: Bass) 250 165

48. The trumpet shall sound (Song: Bass) 250 165

49. Then shall be brought to pass (Recit.: Alto) 257 171

50. O death, where is thy sting?

(a). (Duet: Alto & Tenor Revised Setting) 258 171

(b). (Duet: Alto & Tenor First Setting) 259 248

51. But thanks be to God (Chorus) 261 173

52. If God be for us

(a). (Song: Soprano)

(b). (Song: Alto)

53. Worthy is the Lamb (Chorus)
54. Amen (Chorus)

Critical Commentary

267 178

271 252

275 183

284 190

292



Edited by Clifford Bartlett

Grave

★

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Π

Messiah: an Oratorio

Part the First

1. Sinfony

[tr] [tr] [tr]
H

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Basso
continuo

+ Fag.

13
Allegro moderato

[女】

[tr) [tr]

1.

G. F. HANDEL (1685-1759)

tr

[tr[

2.

[tr]

[tr]
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See Critical Commentary.
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2 1. Sinfony

20

12#e

26

32

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]
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A

[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

1. Sinfony 3

(tr]

[tr[



4 1. Sinfony

58 tr[

18'

#

[tr]

64

B



R

(tr

[tr]
[tr]

1. Sinfony 5

[tr]

[tr

[tr]

tr[

[tr]

[tr]



6

Violin 1

Violin 2

Larghetto e piano
senza Rip.

☑ [sim.]

Viola

[sim.]

TENOR

Basso

continuo

11

[sim.]

2. Comfort ye (Accompagnato: Tenor)

[sim.]

tr [tr]

TENOR

Isaiah 40:1-3

con Rip.

P [sim.]

[sim.]

p [sim.]

Com-fort ye, com

A
senza Rip.

2 con Rip.

p [sim.]

p [sim.]

d [sim.]

ad libituт

fort ye my peo ple, com fort ye, com fort ye my

[tr] [tr]

p [sim.]

peo- ple, saith your God, saith your God;

B

(Vocal score, p.4)

[۴]

[۴] [sim.]

ام [sim.]

[sim.]

P

speak ye



26

B

2. Comfort ye 7

ed

com-fort-a-bly to Je-ru sa-lem, speak ye com-fort-a-bly to Je-ru-sa-lem, and cry un-to her, that her

5

war fare. her war fare is ac-com-plish'd, that her in -i qui-ty is par-don'd, that her in-

[br

C
[tr]

[tr]

-i - qui ty is par don'd. The voice of



8 2. Comfort ye

31 senza Rip.

وا

f

f

f

dc d ba

him that crieth in the wil-der-ness, pre - pare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the de-sert a high-way for our God.

6 44
2

[Attacca]

3. Ev'ry valley (Song: Tenor)
Isaiah 40:4

Andante
tr

senza Rip.

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

TENOR

Basso
continuo

(Vocal score, p.6)

+ Fag.

f P

p

A
tr con Rip.

TENOR

Ev-'ry val - ley,

f

f

f

f



12

ev'ry val ley shall be ex

- Fag

20 senza Rip.

-alt

-alt ed, shall be ex-alt

p

3. Ev'ry valley 9

ed, shall be ex - alt

con Rip.

senza Rip.

P

P

ed, shall be ex-



10 3. Ev'ry valley

B
24

con Rip.

29

34

senza Rip.

ed, and ev-'ry moun-tain and hill made low, the crook- ed straight,

and the rough pla-ces plain, the crook - ed

straight, the crook - ed straight, and the rough pla- ces plain,



39

P

3. Ev'ry valley 11

con Rip. C
[tr]

f

and the rough pla-ces plain. Ev-'ry val -ley,

+ Fag. [- Fag.]

f [P]

45 tr senza Rip.

50

f

f

f

d

ldl
[P]

ev-'ry val- ley shall be ex- alt

[+ Fag.] [- Fag.]

f

ed,

D
con Rip.

A

ev -'ry val - ley, ev - 'ry val-ley_

+ Fag. -Fag

[P]



12 3. Ev'ry valley

senza Rip.

66

[P]

[P]

[P]

[tr]

_ shall be ex- alt ed, and ev-'ry moun- tain and hill made low,

P

the crook - ed straight, the crook-ed straight, the crook-ed straight, and the

[P]

p

rough pla-ces plain, and the rough pla-ces plain, and the rough pla-ces plain,

* See Critical Commentary.



71

con

Rip.

f

3. Ev'ry valley 13

E
[tr] senza Rip.

con Rip.

[P]

f [P]

स

f

f

f

f

[Adagio]
[tr

the crook-ed straight, and the rough pla ces plain.
+ Fag. - Fag.

+ Fag.

f [P]

f p

f P

[tr], [tr], [tr]

f

tr tr

tr

2

P
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4. And the glory of the Lord (Chorus)

Isaiah 40:5

Allegro

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

senza Rip.

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Allegro

SOPRANO

ALTO

TENOR

BASS

+Fag

Basso
continuo

10 Obs. [tr]

[tr]

(Vocal score, p.10)

ALTO

And the glo

a2

con Rip. per tutto

SOPRANO

And the glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord

- ry, the glo-ry of the Lord, the glo-ry of the Lord
TENOR

And the glo-ry, the glo -ry of the Lord shall be re veal
BASS

And the glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord

Tutti

shall



20

29

ed.

shall be re veal ed.

and the glo - ry, the glo-ry of the Lord

4. And the glory of the Lord 15

and the glo- ry, the glo- ry of the Lord

be re veal ed, shall be re veal-ed,

veal

be re veal ed,

9

A

shall be re veal'd, shall be re

shall

[tr]

shall be re veal'd, and the glo- ry, the glo - ry of the Lord shall be re-veal

ed, and the glo ry, the glo -ry of the Lord shall be re -veal

and the glo ry, the glo -ry of the Lord shall be reveal

and the glo ry, the glo -ry of the Lord shall be re veal



16 4. And the glory of the Lord

38

G

-ed,

-ed,

-ed,

-ed,

B
48

[tr

and all flesh_ shall see it to ge - ther,

오스트

and all flesh shall see it to ge ther;

and all flesh shall see. it to ge ther,

R
flesh shall see it to ge -ther; for the mouth of the Lord hath spo-ken it,

for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it,

and all



[tr

f

for the mouth of the Lord hath spо ken it,

67
C

4. And the glory of the Lord 17

and all flesh shall see it to ge ther, and all flesh, and all flesh shall

and all flesh shall see it to - ge ther, and all flesh shall see it to-

2

and all flesh shall see it to ge ther;

tr

and all flesh shall see it to ge ther. and the

see it to ge - ther, and all flesh shall see it to ge ther, and the

-ge ther; the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it, and the

for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it,

e

[4)

and the



18 4. And the glory of the Lord

86

D

glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord, and all flesh shall see it to ge-ther; the mouth of the

glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord, and all flesh shall see it to ge-ther, and the glo-ry, the

glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord, and all flesh shall see it, shall see it to ge-ther,

glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord, and all flesh shall see. it to ge-ther,

Lord hath spo - ken it,

glo-ry of the Lord shall be re veal - ed,

and all flesh_

for the mouth

and all flesh shall see it to ge -ther;

shall see it to ge -ther, the

and all flesh shall see it to ge-ther,



95

104

of the Lord hath spo ken it, hath_ spo

for the mouth of the Lord

glo- ry, the glo-ry of the Lord shall be re veal

4. And the glory of the Lord 19

E[4]

[tr

[tr]

ken it,

hath spo ken it, and all flesh

ed, and all

and the glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord shall be re veal ed,

and the glo-ry, and  the glo-ry, the glo-ry of the Lord shall bе re

shall see it to- ge ther, and the glo - ry, the glo-ry of the

flesh_ shall see it to- ge ther, and the glo - ry, the glo-ry of the

and all flesh shall see it to- ge ther, and the glo - ry, the glo-ry of the



20 4. And the glory of the Lord

113

veal ed,

Lord shall be re veal ed, re- veal- ed, and all flesh

8 Lord

121

and all flesh shall

shall

shall be re veal ed, and all flesh_ shall

Lord shall be re veal ed, re veal ed; for the mouth

[tr]

[tr]

F
[tr]

[tr]

[tr]

see it to ge ther, to ge ther; for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken

see it to ge ther, to ge ther; for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken

see it to ge ther. to ge ther; for the mouth of the Lord hath spo -ken

of the Lord hath spo ken it, for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken



129

4. And the glory of the Lord 21

Adagio

Adagio

it. for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it.

it, for the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it.

it, for the mouth of the Lord, the mouth of the Lord hath spo - ken it.

it, for the mouth of the Lord, the mouth of the Lord hath spo ken it.

senza Rip.

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

5. Thus saith the Lord (Accompagnato: Bass)
Haggai 2:6, 7; Malachi 3:1

A

BASS

Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of Hosts; Yet once a lit - tle while, and I will

Basso
continuo

(Vocal score, p.16)



22 5. Thus saith the Lord

10

A

shake the heav'ns and the earth; the sea and the dry land;

And I will shake. and I will shake

all na-tions; I'll shake the heav'ns, the earth, the sea, the dry land, all na-tions, r'll



22

26

shake; and the de sire

na tions shall come.

f

f

f

B

mes-sen-ger of the Co-ve-nant,

6

[sim.]

[sim.]

5. Thus saith the Lord 23

[sim.]

of all

The Lord, whom ye seek, shall sud-den-ly come to His tem-ple, ev'n the

f

A

whom ye de light in: be-hold, He shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts.

[Attacca]
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6(a) Alto solo (1750)

6(6) Bass solo (original setting) →p.33 (Vocal score, p.196)
6(c) Bass recit. p.36 (Vocal score, p.198)
6(d) Soprano solo in G minor p.37 (Vocal score, p.199)
6(e) Soprano solo in A minor p.46 (Vocal score, p.205)

6(a). But who may abide (Song: Alto)
[Alto solo, 1750]

Malachi 3:2
Larghetto

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

ALTO

Basso
continuo

13

A

+ Fag.

[tr]

ALTO

But

who may a- bide the day of his com-ing? and who shall stand when He_ap-pear-eth? who shall stand

- Fag. + Fag. - Fag. Fag.

25
[tr]

[P]

when He_ap-pear-eth?

- Fag. + Fag.

(

B
tr

[P] [] 7 6

(Vocal score, p.18)

[d[

But who may a bide, but who may a bide the day of His com-ing?

- Fag + Fag.

[]



37
K

49

59

[tr]
C

6(a). But who may abide (Alto solo) 25

and who shall stand when He ap pear-eth? and who shall stand when

- Fag.

[P]

He ap - pear

D
Prestissimo

AC

-eth?

+ Fag.

eth? when He ap pear

[tr]

e

C



26 6(a). But who may abide (Alto solo)

62

66

69

For He is like a re- fi ner's

-Fag.

d

fire, for

-fi

He is like a re

ner's



80

E

6(a). But who may abide (Alto solo) 27

fire, who shall stand when He ap

pear eth? For He is like a re fi

p
f

f

p

[sim.]

p f P

p
f P f p

स

p f p p

tr
tr tr

un poco p

p
f f

स

f f p f

अ

f P P

7

f P f P f P
f P

[tr]

ner's fire, for



28 6(a). But who may abide (Alto solo)

85

88

f

f

f

He is like a re fi -ner's

f

P f

[sim.]

f

[p] f
p

f [f]

स

[d]

f p f p f

tr [tr) [tr]

fire,

p

F

94 Larghetto

[P]

[tr]

and who shall stand when He

[colla voce

ap pear - eth?

But who may a bide the day of His com-ing? and who shall

+ Fag - Fag.

[] [d]



104
東

6(a). But who may abide (Alto solo) 29

[tr] [tr]

stand, and who shall stand when He ap pear-eth? when He ap pear - eth?

+ Fag. - Fag. + Fag

6

G

115
Prestissimo

[۴] [P] []

Lo

For He is like a re fi ner's fire, like a re

- Fag.

119

-fi ner's fire, and who shall stand when Hе,

2つ
4+ 6

C


