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To the most Vertuous and Gentile Ladie

The Ladie Periam

Loe heere, most worthy Ladie these Canzonets of mine like two wayting maydes desiring to attend
upon you ; destinated by my Wife (even beefore they were borne) unto your Ladiships service. Not that
for any great good or bewtie in them shee thought them worthy of you : but that not being able as
heertofore still to serve you ; she would that these therefore with their presence should make good &
supply that hir absence. For hir sake then vouchsafe, gentle Ladie, to entertain them ; having no other
thing to commend them to you for, but this that they are Virgins, never yet having once been out at doores,
nor seene the fashions of the world abroad. And therefore notwithstanding perhaps in the highest degree
they shall not satisfie you : yet if they shal but in any sort content you ; I know that the greatest fault you
will finde in them shalbe for their smalnesse. And so good Madame I cease further to trouble : but not
still to serve and honor you.

From London the 17 . of November . 1595.
Your Ladieships
Ever to command

Thomas Morley.
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POEMS

SET TO MUSIC BY

THOMAS MORLEY

In his First Set of Canzonets to Two Voices,
published in 1595.

IQ

Go ye, my Canzonets, to my sweet darling,

And with your gentle, dainty, sweet accentings
Desire her to vouchsafe these my lamentings ;
And with a crownet of her rays supernal

T’ adorn your locks and make your name eternal.

II.

When lo! by break of morning

My love herself adorning

Doth walk the woods so dainty,

Gath’ring sweet violets and cowslips plenty,
The birds enamoured praise my Flora

And sing “Lo here a new Aurora.”

III.

Sweet Nymph, come to thy lover!
Lo here alone our loves may we discover,
Where the sweet nightingale, with wanton gloses,
Hark! her love too discloses.

IV.

I go before, my darling,
Follow thou to the bower in the close alley:
There we will together
Sweetly kiss each eyther,
And like two wantons dally.
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V.

Miraculous love’s wounding!

Those darts, so fiercely shot, sweet Phillis,
Against my heart rebounding,

Are turned to violets and lilies
With odour sweet abounding,

VI

Lo ! here another love, from heaven descended,
That with forces anew and with new darting,
Doth wound the heart and yet doth breed no smarting

VIIL

Leave now, mine eyes, lamenting,

Your tears do but augment this my tormenting,
Death, come thou, relieve me;

Alas! to live forsaken thus doth grieve me.
Ah see now where he lieth!

Then farewell, false unkind, thy Flora dieth.

VIIL

Fire and lightning from heaven falll
And sweetly enflame with love arightful
That heart of Flora my delightful,

So fair, so fair and yet so spiteful.

IX.

Flora wilt thou torment me

And yet must I content me?

And shall I have no pleasure

Of that thy beauty’s treasure?
Ah then I die, and dying thus complain me
Flora gentle and fair alas hath slain me.

X

In nets of golden wires,
With pearl and ruby spangled,
My heart entangled
Cries and help requires.
Sweet love from out those briars
But thou alas vouchsafe to free me,
Ere long alive thou shalt not see me.
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XI.

Ah thou that art so cruel
My dainty lovely jewel!
Why thus in my tormenting
Dost thou still use relenting?
Alas, right out come slay me,
Do not thus still delay me.

XII.

I should for grief and anguish die recureless,
That day I missed my Flora fair and sightly,
Clearer than is the Sun that shines so brightly.

NOTES.

Morley treated the words which he set to music in his Madrigals and Canzonets with exceptional
freedom. Not only was he in the habit of interpolating small words in an inconsequent way when the needs
of the music called for more syllables, but he frequently elaborated his words in an extensive manner.
Thus for example, the insertion of such words as “alas” or “ay me” is very common ; and we find such
a phrase as “what I say” thrown in, in one vocal part only, in No. 20 of the three-part canzonets ;
adjectives are not infrequently inserted ; while in No. 18 of the four-part madrigals there is a good deal
of obvious padding of this kind. Again, in No. 18 of the three-part canzonets, the term “my darling”
is variously expanded into “my dainty dainty darling,” “my darling dear,” “ my sweet pretty darling,”
“mine own sweet darling,” “ mine only sweet darling.” And No. 1 of the three-part canzonets provides
strong proof in support of the theory that Morley added freely to his words. The FEditor frankly
admits the speculative nature of this and other suggestions made by him in a similar direction.

Many other examples could be quoted to illustrate Morley’s practice in treating original words ; but
the examples given above will amply illustrate the difficulty in reconstructing the words in their original
form, as well as the necessity for some attempt in this direction. The difficulty is inevitably increased by
the fact that the words are so freely varied by the composer, that the different vocal parts, taken separately,
present widely variant readings of the same passage. Any attempt at the task of reconstructing the words
must lead, to some extent, into the region of speculation, and may possibly appear to some in the light of
an impertinence. The attempt is here made with a full sense of these risks, and in the hope that those
who disapprove of the result, will refer to the words in the musical text of this Edition, where they are
faithfully reproduced in the exact form in which Morley left them, and possibly make the attempt them-
selves with better success.

I.—The words are adapted from the Italian of a madrigal by Felice Anerio, beginning * Gitone
canzonette al mio bel sole.”

I1.—The words are adapted from the Italian of a madrigal by Felice Anerio, beginning ‘ Quando
la vaga Flori.”

V.—The words are adapted from the Italian of a madrigal by Croce.
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Thomas

Morley’s Canzonets

TO

Two Voices.

Tonic Solfa Translation by

H.J. TIMOTHY.

1595)

Edited by EDMUND H. FELLOWES.

N9 1. GO YE, MY CANZONETS.
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N9 2. WHEN LO, BY BREAK OF MORNING.

Modderate speed.
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N° 3. SWEET NYMPH,COME TO THY LOVER.

Moderate speed.
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N0 4.1 GO BEFORE,MY DARLING.

Moderate speed.
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NO5.MIRACULOUS LOVE’S WOUNDING.
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N? 6. LO, HERE ANOTHER LOVE.
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NO 7. LEAVE NOW, MINE EYES, LAMENTING.
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N? 8. FIRE AND LIGHTNING.
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NO 9. FLORA, WILT THOU TORMENT ME?

Moderate speed.

mff . X
SOPRANO. — + ——= -+ 7} +— » 1 0
(CANTUS. %—L—G—‘—i ——o—— ———

1 1 I_1 17 1 1

-

: i ! ]
Flo - ra wilt thou tor-ment me, And yet must 1 con -

"!f 1 1"\ + ]
T T— -
1 - 1 y i T H 1 P_H
1 T—a& ) > O
. § 1 1@ |

D)
H
SOPRANO. -
BN 5T ===k = =

And yet must I con -

| | ' hY !
LI ———————— = ]
(For rehearsal only.) = 7 T l P
———
—— f N ]
] —» P w— i T + — r—at—%
£ Fe—p e = T = * |
- tent me, Flo - ra wilt thou tor - ment me, And yet must I con -
e S ) N , —_————
t 1 i f !' —" —7  — o = 'l > H:;j:
= { JL d AJL i 4’ L 1 i S 17 ) SR
.J o T T 14
- tent  me, Flo - ra wilt thou tor- ment me, And yet must I con -
A | . . | | L | | ! ! N
== RS e S S s é =F 1': =% Tl

— ———
A }I?{f a —
{ T I T t — t t t S — — - e — —f |
—-& . 1 1 1 - f 3
)] ¢ ~—
- tent  me, And shal]l I have no plea - sure, and shall I have no plea -
—_— -mf N N _—
K = N < T t T 1 . S— y— = S ]
U ) A r 4 = 1 1§ 5 0
=S === . i En
- tent  me, And shall "I have no plea - - sure,
’ = | ] i 4' T T
= 7 T

A dim. . V4 mf
= —1 T T T—¢ A T - < > 1
. q I i 1 1 | y 4 o lis r 4 | 1
& 1 1 =1 r ¥ } el 11 r N 1 1
\31 1 : wa 'l 1 - 7 ) R4 - : 1] — 1 1
-sure, Of that thy beau- tys trea - sure. Lo then, Lo
dim, ) y 4 mf
. 1 N - ] A 72N ]
— 1 | Y 8- ﬁ | - A - = }
PN 1 1 17 1 ) ol 7l 1 ™ ) o 1 1 @& | ol 1 1
O AY i 1 I'J . ! } 1 ‘lr } 1 ) } 1 |
Of that thy beau-tys trea - sure. Lo then, Lo then,
JIPE | | A | , . . | 14 |
- 3 ¥ —§——T = t —4 = — > : T——>p ]
1 : = - 2 —+F—3 oy = — = ——
Q) V- T T - f + f ¥
1

Copyright. MCMXIII, by Stainer & Rell Ltd. S. & B. 1364!



21

1111 m A .ﬁ
N — N
] [MH 2 -
of =
g L= el
& [M-H .m_ .y.Ar
Q2 {TmE Ml
pnd 44— H-4
Ll ™
Ll -
TN | = \
1 p T
' !
QL e m L:l
B
= 1| 2
Ha|TTH| = ™
. f;rg
8 5 u
1 o -
w l .
12 (mld 2 —wml
R od
Hvﬁ. qmb < \Muuu
BEL qna o
U T 3 Y-
Ln;i —_ pisl
[ ] .M
H £ i
5 =
He| 2 S
LIS :-:um [,
Pan
— N
o |
ol S
J|| = I
T £ Nt ~HeH
=
D NG o

[5ce
Tnju

o| E
]
™
e

=

[

1.
=

T

Uil| &

(=3

(3]

7]

— =

F-]

ey

o E

[}

| AR
H+H

e

TTe m

4at —

-— . n

19| &

=

<M e

) ]
ey

com - plain me,

i';lg thus

dy

then 1 die and d

Lo

die,

T

-

—

O

y~m 11

)
)]

slain

A-las hath

fair,

tle and

gen -

»

ra

Flo

NI (]
J IR W4

©

las hath slain

T
ra gen - tle and fair, A

Flo

Z

T

s
1

dzm.>

>
1

mf————
) o a— .

me,

I

slain

by
dim,

las hath

a

5
1
1
T
me,

Urg
Xl
1
rf

-
1
las hath slain

a

1
T

T T
1 I

me, hath slain

1
-+

=
\=4

a - las hath

me,

las hath slain

me, a

me, hath slain

o
o
ke 5%

|
s
:
>
u
T

4

T
77
¥
&

1

me,

me.

hath slain

< A

[~4
me,

hath slain

!
- las

las

)]
H

T =&

hath

me.

me,

slain

- las

a

me,

slain

S. & B. 1364!



22

N? 10. IN NETS OF GOLDEN WIRES.
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NO011. O THOU THAT ART SO CRUEL.

Moderate speed.
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N012. I SHOULD FOR GRIEF AND ANGUISH.
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To the most rare and accomplished Lady
the Lady Marye Countes of Pembroke.

Most excellent Lady, give me leave to take this simple occasion of presenting my humble
devotion to honour you: and if boldnesse in it selfe bee not too great a fault, pardon and forgive
the same ; since the cause thereof in mee being divers from that in other men; doth in all right
crave a most kind and favorable interpretation. For whereas they do Dedicate with hope of after
benefit, so farre am I from this, that your Ladiship in accepting this of me, doth bind me to you:
and I in giving thereof doe infinitely thank you for the same. Not so much because hereby I shall
make knowne the greatnesse of your deserts to me; as that now I shall make knowne to the world
mine owne iudgement in this my choyse: nor so much shew you worthy to receive; as my selfe wise
thus to give; mor yet bind you any way so much to me by this gift; as I shall binde my selfe to
my selfe by this acknowledgement. Receive then (most worthy Lady) these simple gifts, worthy to
be received, even of the greatest Princes that the world hath (not because they are mine, but because
now they are yours) to which if at any time your Ladiship shall but vouchsafe your heavenly voice ;
it cannot be but they will so returne perfumed with the sweetnesse of that breth, as the Ayre wil
be made even delightfull thereby, and for that cause come to be in request and sought for ever
after.  Upon which assurance resting my selfe, I humbly take my leave, in all reverence kissing your
Honourable hands.

Unto your Ladiship devoted
in all affection,

THOMAS MORLEY.
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POEMS

SET TO MUSIC BY

THOMAS MORLEY

In his Canzonets to Three Voices,
published in 1593.

I.

See what I have for my darling,
A robin redbreast and a starling.
These I give in hope to move thee,
Yet thou say’st I do not love thee.

IL

Toy, joy doth so arise and so content me

When I but see thee, O my life’s fair treasure,

That seeing makes me blind through too great pleasure.
But if such blinding, Love, doth so delight thee

Come, more and more thus blind me still and spite me.

IIL

You pull away too soon your lips when as you kiss me,
Cruel, but you should hold them still, then should you bliss me
Now or ere I taste them,
Straight away they haste them.
But you perhaps retire them,
Thereby the more to fire them.
Alas! such baits you need to find out never;
If you would let me, I would kiss you ever.

Iv.

Lady those eyes, those eyes of yours that shine so clearly,
Why do you hide from me, that bought their beams so dearly ?
Think not when thou exil’st me
Less heat in me sojourneth;
O no then thou beguil'st thee,
Love doth but shine in thee,
But, O, in me he burneth.
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V.

Hold out, my heart, with joy’s delights accloyed,

Hold out, my heart, and show it,

That all the world may know it,
What sweet content thou lately hast enjoyed.

She “ Come my dear” would say,

Then laugh and run away;

And if I stayed her, cry

“Nay fie for shame, nay fie.”

My true love not regarding

Hath given Love's full rewarding.
Unless I may tell the joys that overfill me,
My joys kept in, in time I know will kill me.

VI
Good morrow, fair ladies of the May!
Where is Cloris my sweet cruel ?
See, lo, where she comes a Queen,
Arraying all in gaudy green,
See how gaily goes my jewel!
Was never such a Maying
Since May delights decaying.
So was my Cloris sheen
Brought home and made May Queen.

VIL
Whither away, my dear, so fast,
Tell me, from your love approved ?
What haste, I say, what haste, what haste?
Tell me, my darling dear beloved.
Then, then will we try
Who best runs, thou or I.
See | come, away dispatch thee!
Haste thee hence! or else I catch thee
Think not thus to ’scape without me,
But run, but run, you need not doubt me.
What? faint you, of your feet forsaken?
What ? are you down? well overtaken !

VIIIL.
Blow, shepherds, blow your pipes with glee resounding
See where the fair Eliza comes with love abounding,
Run, nymphs, apace go meet her,
With flowers and garlands greet her.
All hail, Eliza fair, the country’s goddess !
Long may’st thou live the shepherds’ Queen and mistress!
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IX.

Deep lamenting, grief bewraying,
Poor Amyntas thus sat saying,
Glut thine eyes while I lie dying
Killed with disdain and pity crying.
Now may’st thou laugh full merrily
For dead is thy mortal enemy.
Weep not! I cannot bide this blindness,
All too late comes this your kindness.
But if you would of life deprive me,
Weep not, lest you thereby revive me.
Ah, cease to bewail me,
My life now doth fail me.

X.

Farewell disdainful, since no love avails me ;
O bitter anguish ! what discord grief assails me!
Needs must I part, yet parting pleaseth thee,
Therefore, unkind, adieu! there is no remedy.
O come again return thee
No no, false love, thy flames no more shall burn thee.
No no, be still, content thee,
When I am gone perhaps thou wilt repent thee.

XI.

O fly not! O take some pity! I faint, O stay her;
See how she flies; O stay and hear my prayer.

With one sweet look you may of torment ease me.
I am no tiger fierce that seeks to spill thee,
No no, I see thou dost but this to kill me.

Lo then I die, I die, and all to please thee.

XII.

Thyrsis, O let some pity move thee,
Thou knowest thy Cloris well doth love thee,
Yet thou unkind dost fly me;
I faint, here must I lie me.
Then cry for grief since hope is now bereft thee;
Up hills, down dales, thou seest I have not left thee.
Ah! can these tears of mine no whit procure love?
What shepherd ever killed a nymph for pure love?
See the beasts their tears reward me,
Yet, cruel, thou dost not regard me.
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XII1.
Now must | die recureless, when faith is thus regarded,
And thus poor Love, alas, unkindly is rewarded.
QO grief| who may abide it?
O break not, heart, O hide it!
O nature cruel, witty,
Beauty to make sans pity !
Farewell! with this your love unfeigned
I die, through your disdain constrained.

XIV.
Lady, if I, through grief and your disdaining,
Adjudged be to live in hell remaining,
Of burning flames well shall [ rest contented,
But you I wail, who there must be tormented.
Lady, your eyes alone will so delight me
That no great pain, I know, can once affright me.
This would have killed me, do no doubt you,
There to have been alone without you.

XV.
Cease mine eyes, O cease this your lamenting,
In vain you hope of her hard heart’s relenting.
Drop not, drop not so fast, O cease your flowing !
Drop not, O drop not where no grace is growing !
She smiles, she plays with joy and gladness,
She laughs to see your grief and sadness.
O Love, thou art abused,
Was ne’er true love thus used!

XVIL
Do you not know how Love first lost his seeing?
Because with me once gazing
On those fair eyes, where all powers have their being,
She, with her beauty blazing,
Which death might have revived,
Him of his sight and me of heart deprived.

XVIL

Where art thou wanton? I so long have sought thee ;
See where thy love his heart to keep hath brought thee.
O why, alas, nay why then dost thou hide thee?
O say, unkind, and do no more deride me.

Still I follow thee,

But thou fliest me.
Where art thou wanton? I so long have sought thee;
See where thy love his heart to keep hath brought thee.
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XVIIL

Say what ails my darling to sit alone so weary ?
Say what grieves my dear that she now is not merry *
Cease, O cease to grieve thee,
This kiss take to relieve thee.
How can my love lie sleeping
And see yon lusty leaping?

XI1X.

Say, dear, say, will you not have me?

Here take then your kiss you gave me.

You would elsewhere perhaps bestow it,

And I would be as loth to owe it.
Or if you will not take the thing once so given,
Let me, I say, kiss you, and we shall be even.

XX.

Arise, get up, my dear, make haste, begone thee!
Lo where the bride, fair Daphne, tarries on thee !
Hark ! oh hark yon merry maidens squealing
“ Spice-cakes, sops in wine are now a dealing.”
Run then apace
And get a bride-lace,
A gilt rosemary branch the while yet there is catching.
And then hold fast for fear of old Snatching.
Alas, my dear, why weep she?
Fear not, the next day keep we,
How fine yon minstrels firk it!
And see how the maids jerk it
With Kate and Will,
Tom and Jill,
Now a trip,
Then a skip,
Finely set aloft,
There again as oft!
Ho! blessed holiday !
Fair Daphne’s wedding day |

[Added in edition of 1606:] XXI.

Love learns by laughing first to speak,
Then slyly gains cares passing great.
But I will laugh without that care,
And bid Love touch me if he dare,
Fa la la

VOL. L, PART IL vi



XXII.

This love is but a wanton fit,

Deluding every youngling’s wit.

The winged boy doth never light

But where he finds an idle wight.
Fa la la.

XXIIL
Though Philomela lost her love
Fresh notes she warbleth yes again.
He is a fool that lovers prove

And leaves to sing to live in pain.
Fa la la

XXIV.
Spring-time mantleth every bough,
And bowers make for shepherds’ sport,
Birds and beasts are of consort.
Our hearts in true love we do vow
Unto that Fairy shepherd’s maid.

We with true love are repaid.
Fa la la.

(Included in ‘A Plaine and Easie Introduction to Practicall Musicke’ 1597:]

XXV

O sleep, O sleep, fond fancy;
My head alas thou tirest
With false delight of that which thou desirest.
Sleep, sleep, I say, fond fancy,
And leave my thoughts molesting;
Thy master’s head hath need of sleep and resting.

NOTES

See note in Vol. I, Part 1, on Morley’s general treatment of the words.

VIII. This madrigal may have possibly suggested to Morley the idea of “ The Triumphs of
Oriana.”

XIV., line 2. He/. This may be an allusion to the game of barley break. See note on
barley-break in Vol. III., No. 4.

XVIIL, line 6. yon printed yox in all the voice parts. And so also in XX, lines 3 and 11.

XX., line 6. bride-lace. A piece of gold, silk or other lace used to bind up the sprigs of
rosemary formerly worn at weddings ; the earlier form of wedding favours —Murray’s New Engl.

Dict., Vol. L

XX., line 11. firk. To move briskly, to dance, to jig. To play an instrument, thus, to
“firk a fiddle.” —Murray’s New Engl. Dict.,, Vol. IV.
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Thomas Morley’s Canzonets

T0
Three Voices.

(1593,16086 and 1631)
Edited by EDNUND H.FELLOWES,

X XJ

NO1. SEE, MINE OWN SWEET JEWEL.

Moderate speed.
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NO 4. LADY, THOSE EYES.

Moderate speed.
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NO 5. HOLD OUT, MY HEART.

Rather slow. mf

.y
SOPRANO. — — -
(FANTUS) = — —
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MY

Hold out my heart, my.
o Py
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E
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cresc.
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N9 6. GOOD MORROW, FAIR LADIES OF THE MAY.

Quick time,

I\ L
SOPRANO. = r—p ot » —
(cANTUS) ﬁ s s e e F““‘ﬁ ——
Good mor - row, fair La-dies of the May, where
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