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ORCHESTRA

4 Flutes (3rd doubling Piccolo, 4th doubling Piccolo and Bass Flute in G)
3 Oboes (3rd doubling Bass Oboe)

English Horn

3 Clarinets in Bp & A

Bass Clarinet

3 Bassoons

Double Bassoon

6 Horns in F

4 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones (2 Tenor, 1 Bass)
Tenor Tuba in Bp

Bass Tuba

6 Timpani (2 players)

Percussion (3 players) (Extra percussion parts may be needed according to the
disposition of the orchestra.)
Bass Drum, Side Drum, Cymbals, Triangle,
Tambourine, Gong, Bells, Xylophone, Glockenspiel

Celesta
2 Harps
Organ

Strings

Chorus of female voices in 6 parts (off-stage) (See note on p. 162.)

In the orchestral parts, the following instruments are cued in, where
possible, to help amateur orchestras who may not be able to raise the
large forces which are essential for an authentic performance.

Flute 4 (= Piccolo 2 and Bass Flute), Oboe 3 (= Bass Oboe), Bassoon
3, Double Bassoon, Horns 5 and 6, Trumpet 4, Tenor Tuba, Organ.

Cues for the Bass Flute and Bass Oboe are included in the Full Score.

Duration: c. 45 minutes

Approximate metronome markings and durations of each movement in
Holst’s own recordings of The Planets, made in 1923 and 1926, are given
in the Collected Facsimile Edition, Vol. I1I, p. 233 (Faber Music, 1979).



The first performance of The Planets was given privately on 29th
September 1918 in Queen’s Hall, London, with the New Queen’s Hall
Orchestra, conducted by Adrian Boult.
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