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GENERAL PREFACE

THI s Edition represents an attempt to issue in practical form a complete corpus of the
Vocal Works of William Byrd. If it should meet with sufficient support, it will be followed
by further volumes dealing with his compositions for keyboard instruments. The Chamber
Works for strings will form a final volume in the present Edition.

The term ‘‘ complete *’ should necessarily be used here with reserve. Byrd was born nearly
400 years ago, and some of his works must be irretrievably lost. It is fortunate, however, that
to large a number were published in his own life-time. In addition to these there are many that
have survived in manuscript in separate part-books. Some of these have escaped oblivion
by the narrow margin of a single text, and others are known to-day only in fragmentary con-
dition. When no more than a single voice-part is wanting, it is possible to reconstruct the
composition for purposes of performance with some measure of satisfaction ; there are several
examples of such reconstructions in the present edition, and all of these are duly noted with the
sext. There are also, unfortunately, some instances in which the known text is so fragmentary
that reconstruction cannot be attempted. For example, the bass-part alone exists of the five-
part motet * Ad punctum in modico "’ ; and a tenor part alone is known of the six-part anthem
“Let us arise from sin . Both these seem to be written in Byrd's finest manner; and there are
other similar examples.

For the purpose of this Edition Byrd’s Vocal Works may be classified under two main
groups, t.e., Latin and English, each comprising six headings :—

Latin. English.

I (i) Masses ; (ii) Cantiones Sacrae (1575). VII Liturgical Music.

II Cantiones Sacrae, Book I (1589). VIII Anthems.
IIT Cantiones Sacrae, Book II (1591). IX Psalms, Sonnets and Songs (1588).

IV Gradualia, Book I (1605). X Songs of Sundry Natures (1589).

V Gradualia, Book II (1607). XI Psalms, Songs and Sonnets (1611).
VI Motets, etc., surviving only in manu- XII Madrigals, Songs, Canons, etc., surviving

script. only in manuscript.

Of these, the three Masses, the English Canticles, a few anthems, and numbers IX, X and XI
have already been published by the present Editor, but they are included here for the sake of

completeness and uniformity. '
For practical purposes it has been found convenient to subdivide the above grouping as

follows :—
I (i) Masses ; (ii) Cantiones Sacrae (1575). X English Liturgical Music.

IT Cantiones Sacrae, Book I (1589). XI English Anthems.

IIT Cantiones Sacrae, Book II (1591). XII Psalms, Sonnets and Songs (1588).

IV Gradualia, Book I (1605), part i. XIII Songs of Sundry Natures (1589).

V Gradualia, Book I (1605), parts ii and iii. XIV Psalms, Songs and Sonnets (1611).

VI Gradualia, Book II (1607), part i. XV Madrigals surviving in manuscript, and
VII Gradualia, Book II (1607, part ii. Secular Songs for Solo Voice.

VIIT Motets surviving in manuscript, part i. XVI Rounds and Canons, and Sacred Songs

IX Motets surviving in manuscript, part ii. for Solo Voice.

XVII Fantasies, etc., for strings.

As regards the text the Editor’s chief aim has been to make the music available for practical
use. For this purpose each composition in the entire Series will ultimately be obtainable separ-
ately at a small cost. Each number has been carefully considered with reference to the compass
of the voices ; this is an important matter, because the Alto and Tenor parts in Byrd’s day
were often of much wider range than was customary in more modern music, and thus they
present unusual difficulties to singers in our own time. A large number of the compositions
have therefore been transposed, and occasionally a phrase has been interchanged between the
inner voices. In the large majority of instances the note-values have been halved, for the reason
that modern singers are accustomed to notation in terms of the crotchet unit rather than that
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of the minim. All such Editorial points are duly noted with the text. No marks of expression
are found in the original text ; these have been added to a limited extent by the Editor, as well
as some indications as to fem po Every conductor may consider himself free to disregard or alter
these marks in accordance with his own discretion and taste.

The principles of barring adopted by the Editor in his English Madrigal School have, in the
main, been followed here, together with his system of accent-marks to indicate the lrregular
cross-rhythme This system was fully explained in his Preface to the English Madrigal School
which is obtainable separately, and it need not therefore be reiterated. Suffice it to say that
irregular barring is here reduced to the minimum of expediency, and that a flow of four crotchets
in a bar (four minims in the original text) is retained as far as possible. It should perhaps be
repeated that the accent-marks are essentially rhythmic rather than dynamic in their meaning.

The Editor, as in The English Madrigal School, has in a general way followed the plan of
placing in brackets such accidentals as he has inserted in an editorial capacity. It thus can still
be seen what was the reading of the original text in such details, because uniformity of opinion
on such matters, even among experts, is not always to be found.

It has been thought desirable in the case of the Latin works to provide an alternative English
text, although naturally the original Latin text will be preferred whenever it is possible to use
it. The three Masses have been adapted by the Editor to English words for practical use in the
Anglican Office of the Holy Communion, and they are published independently ; consequently
only the original Latin text of these is given in the present Edition.

The task of making an English text of the Motets is an onerous one. It is not a mere matter
of translation. Nor indeed is success always secured even if a Latin sentence is exactly matched
as regards accentuation. Well-known English versions of Latin hymns may be perfectly fitted
to tunes of regular measure and yet be almost valueless for music of a contrapuntal character.
Perfection in this matter can only be attained if each Latin sentence is matched word for word
and syllable for syllable in relation to accentuation and rhythm. Such perfection is rarely
possible if the translation is to remain at all exact, and particularly if, as in the case of a Psalm,
the familiar English words of the Prayer-book are approximately to be employed. The problem
moreover is greatly complicated by the contrapuntal entries of the voices and by the repetition
of isolated words or short phrases. In some instances the difficulties appear almost insuperable,
and what will serve well in one or two of the voice-parts may prove impossible in another.

The task must remain somewhat unsatisfactory and thankless. Phrases rendered into English
may occasionally be sufficiently well handled that those who see them would call them obvious,
although to achieve the obvious may sometimes have cost hours of work. The Editor, in re-
viewing his own attempts with their many imperfections, can nevertheless find some consolation
in referring to certain similar adaptations made in the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.
It will suffice to examine the contemporary English version of Byrd's Attollite Portas which he has
retained in this Edition. It will be seen that in these contemporary translations note-values
were not infrequently altered ; for instance that two English syllables sometimes underlay a
single note, while the accentual and syllabic agreement between the Latin and English text was
often quite lightly disregarded.

A short reduction of the score has been added throughout the whole Edition for purposes

of rehearsal.
EDMUND H. FELLOWES.
THE CLOISTERS, WINDSOR CASTLE.
June 30th, 1937.



PREFACE TO THE THREE MASSES

Three Masses have survived among the works of Byrd. It is possible that he
wrote others, for it is known that the Mass was not infrequently celebrated with
music at private gatherings throughout the reign of Elizabeth, and the manu-
scripts might have been hidden and then lost. Yet the limited opportunities for
such Services and the penalties and dangers incurred by those who took part in
them may account for such a relatively small number as three. That these three
should have actually been published at this period is not a little remarkable.

Unfortunately few exemplars exist and those are defective in that the title-
pages are lost. In consequence no precise date can be assigned to their publication,
still less to their composition. It seems probable that they were all published
in connection with Byrd’s First Book of Gradualia in 1605. There can be little
doubt that Thomas East was the printer.

A critical text of the three Masses of Byrd has been printed in the Edition
of Tudor Church Music, produced under the auspices of the Carnegie United
Kingdom Trust: consequently it has seemed unnecessary in the present edition
to annotate the few instances in which accidentals have been added by the
Editor in accordance with the principles of musica ficta, nor the few slight errors
which occur in the original text.

In the present Edition of Byrd’s Works, as stated in the General Preface,
the crotchet unit has been very generally substituted for the minim. In dealing
with the Masses by exception the Editor has adhered to the original note-values ;
but each Mass has been transposed in pitch. As regards the barring of the music
the Editor has acted in conformity with the practice actually prevailing in Byrd's
life-time in connection with vocal scores. The value of the minim unit remains
constant, regardless of the number of minims in any bar.

A good example of contemporary barring of this character is to be seen in
Gibbons’s manuscript in the Library of Christ Church, Oxford (MS. 21). The
bar-lines were placed at irregular intervals, and the size of the bars usually varied
between lengths of three or four semibreves, though occasionally they included
only two, or even one semibreve, and sometimes they were extended to include
five or more. In triple measure the general practice was to include six rather
than three minims in a bar, but even this was subject to irregularity.

Any system of barring introduced into the vocal scores of sixteenth century
music must inevitably interfere to some extent with the rhythmic outline of one
voice-part or another, but it must be clearly understood that the bar-lines meant
far less to the Tudor musicians than they do to us from the point of view of
rhythmic control. Their main purpose was to provide the minimum of guidance
which is indispensable to the human eye for reading a vocal score of several parts ;
but since this purpose made their presence essential, they were inserted at irregular
intervals so that they might interfere as little as possible with the rhythmic
features of the music. It is certainly true that the melodic and rhythmic out-
lines of the music are made far clearer when the music is barred according to this
plan, rather than at regular intervals of one semibreve, or even two.

In performing this music singers must maintain a complete freedom in the
matter of rhythm even though a triple phrase is sometimes intersected by a bar-
line.
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In determining the position of the bar-lines the Editor has endeavoured as
much as possible to secure sequences of bars of the same lengths.

A few expression marks have been inserted in this edition. According to
custom there were none in the original edition, but all the music belonging to this
period certainly calls for variety of expression in performance.

The Mass for three voices seems to be intended by the Composer for the use
of men’s voices, but the range of voice in the original edition takes the Alto part
up to D, the Tenor up to B, and the Bass up to F at such a passage as Tu solus
altissimus. The pitch that seems best suited to modern conditions is one tone
lower than the original edition, and it has been adopted here.

The compass of the voices in the original edition of the Mass for four voices
presents a considerable difficulty to an Editor preparing the text for use in
modern conditions. It seems to have been intended originally for Treble, two
Altos and a Tenor, the lowest voice ranging up to G, and the third to C, while
the second voice ranges from F below middle C up to Ep—almost two octaves.
An edition of this work for S.A.A.T. would probably be little used. For this reason
it has seemed best to transpose the music down a tone, and to suggest inter-
changing the second and third voice parts in two passages; by this means a
practicable version of this very important work is rendered available for the
usual combination of four voices.

In this edition of the Mass for five voices the music is transposed down a
sernitone ; the advantage secured for both the Tenor parts by the substitution
of Gf for A as the highest note, will be obvious.

EDMUND H. FELLOWES.
THE CLOISTERS, WINDSOR CASTLE.
July 15th, 1937,
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